Email: admin@commonswood.herts.sch.uk
Telephone: (01707) 880420

To everyone who supported their children in ‘earning a can’ to contribute to the local food bank.
Children were keen to discuss how they earned their contributions – washing the car, helping in the
garden and cleaning the ‘whole house’ were some examples.

RAINBOW FUN RUN
On Friday 18th June, the children in each class will have the chance to take part in our
Rainbow Fun Run fund raising event. Please encourage friends, family and
neighbours to sponsor the children for taking part. Please can parents collect any
money for this sponsored event and make a total payment via School Gateway once
all money has been received – no later than 2nd July please.
The children can wear any coloured sportswear or their PE kits. Please make sure they have their
water bottle and cap even on a cloudy day, please apply sunscreen before school. Children will need
to wear trainers for the day.
Funds raised will go towards new reading books in the classrooms. The target is £500 per year
group, let’s see if we can better it! Don’t forget to put the Rainbow Fun Run into your diaries! Thank
you to everyone for supporting their children in getting sponsors for this exciting school event.

Assessments
There will be no statutory assessments for children this year as a result of another disrupted year.
Teachers continue to carry out day to day assessments which will be shared with parents in the
children’s end of year reports which will be sent out to parents in July.

July transition day
Our Year 6 leavers will be visiting their secondary schools on Thursday 8th July.
This will provide an opportunity for children at Commonswood to spend the
morning with their new class teachers. Parents will be notified by letter before this
date as to who their child’s new class teacher will be. Children should arrive at the
same time and go to their classrooms as usual. Teachers will then deliver them to
their new classes after registration.

Congratulations!
We are celebrating some really good news! Mrs Lindsay-Hill – Alder Class Teacher – is expecting a
baby and Mrs Coe is also expecting a baby. We wish her well at this very exciting time!

As restrictions lift, we are able to return to the usual homework routines. Homework will return to
being set in homework books which will be brought home on Fridays and handed in on Tuesdays.
This will give children the opportunity to talk to their teacher (if they need to) on Mondays.

Covid-19
Question about symptoms and testing
The local authority has asked us to write to you about a number of concerns
regarding advice about testing that some Hertfordshire parents/carers have
received from advice lines. Some examples include:




Having done a LFT so it is safe to come into school – they don’t need a
PCR
Being told a temperature of 37.8 is not high enough for a Covid test
Being told that siblings do not need to isolate if they stay with a grandma (despite being with
the symptomatic child earlier that day)

The senior IPC nurse and has confirmed to the local authority that the guidance has not
changed regarding symptoms, so if experiencing any symptoms, people need to seek a PCR
test and self-isolate.
Frequently asked question:
Q: Is a lateral flow test sufficient if my child is displaying symptoms?
A: They do need to take a PCR test because these are extremely accurate. LFTs are useful for
screening asymptomatic people.
Q Do I need to know my child’s temperature to book a PCR test?
A: This information is not required to book a test.
Q: What are the requirements if someone in our household is waiting on test results?
A: If a member of the household is symptomatic and waiting for a PCR result then all members of
the household need to self-isolate either until the PCR result confirms a negative result or for 10
days from the onset of symptoms.

Travel
All schools have been asked to remind parents & carers about the potential impact on their child’s
education of travelling to amber countries.
'As usual, parents should plan their holidays within school breaks and avoid seeking permission to
take their children out of school during term time. Families should also consider that their child may
need to self-isolate following trips overseas that require a period of quarantine.’
Thank you for all that you continue to do to keep everyone in the school and wider community safe.
The children are doing so well in getting back on track because of the minimal disruption through all
the measures that we are collectively taking.

Winners of the Attendance trophies
Each week the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 classes who have the highest attendance for the
week wins the attendance cup and an extra playtime!
Congratulations to the following classes:

Class
Birch

Wins

Beech
Cedar
Cherry

Class
Hazel

Wins

Hornbeam
Mulberry
Maple
Magnolia
Pine
Poplar
Spruce
Sycamore

Nursery
This half term the nursery children have enjoyed investigating
minibeasts. They have discovered beetles, centipedes, wood lice,
slugs, and snails. The children have worked together to lift and roll logs
and learnt that these creatures like to live in dark, damp places. Being
gentle and understanding that minibeasts are very important for our
world has been an important part of our learning.

Reception
This month Reception have had some visitors in the classrooms - tadpoles!
We were lucky enough to find some tadpoles in our school pond when
we visited the Forest School two weeks ago. We have been carefully
looking after them and will continue to do so until they have developed
into frogs. We have also been creating our own stories over the past
few weeks, some of which have included tadpoles/frogs as the
characters.

Year 1
In Year 1 children enjoyed planting seeds and watching plants grow. We were very
excited when it was time to finally plant our meadow! The whole school has
contributed to planting the meadow. We will be watching with interest, to see the
wildlife that visit it.

Year 2
We really enjoyed planting our seeds for the meadow! First, we planted and
looked after them in the classroom so that they germinated. We made sure they
had plenty of water and sunlight. When they were strong enough, we planted
them in the meadow. We can’t wait to see the transformation!

Year 3
Wow! We are loving learning about the Romans. It's very impressive how
much extra learning the children are doing at home. The children talk with
great enthusiasm and interest in our history lessons. So far we have
focussed on Roman roads, Boudicca, soldiers and their armour, Roman
boats and invasions into Britain. As part of our learning about soldier’s, we
designed and made our own Roman shields, we can't wait to bring them
home to show you!
In science we have been looking at the structure of plants. We took some time to explore the variety
of plants in our Orchard, sketching the different flowers and identifying their parts.

Year 4
In Year 4, we have been researching gargoyles for our Art topic. We
learnt that gargoyles have a specific purpose which is to act as a
waterspout to take water away from buildings. They have specific
physical features which we tried to incorporate into our designs. We
used clay to sculpt our own gargoyles and practised techniques
before the final product was created.
How do you think we did?

Year 4 are starting to learn about electricity and we would like the children to have a
look at one of these games.
Has anyone got a "Feed the loop" type game that buzzes that we could borrow? Thank you in
advance!

Year 5
We are just coming to the end of writing our own narratives, based on
Harry Potter. The children have been working very hard to use cohesive
devices and a variety of sentences. Next, we will be learning
about biased and unbiased texts.
This term, the children have made some fantastic coil pots!
The pots are based on Harry Potter and potion pots that
might be used at Hogwarts. First, we researched different
coil pots and potion pots, and designed our own. After learning about the
different clay techniques, we then made our pots, continuing to refer to our
designs. After that, we painted our potion pots, recapping colour mixing. Finally, we evaluated
our pots and how they could be improved.

Year 6
It has been such a busy time as we are starting to think about going to Secondary
School. We have been busy getting our Yearbook ready and writing out our memories
for everyone to read. It is very exciting but quite scary too. It is such a big step for all of
us, but we are already talking about what we are looking forward to and what we will
miss about Commonswood.
We received our first visiting speaker since lockdown from an organisation
called Narconone. It is a charity which teaches young people about the
dangers of drug and alcohol. We talked about the difference between legal
and illegal drugs and how they can both affect your body. We looked at how it
is really important to have an ambition or a goal in your life and this will help you focus on
what you want to achieve and being positive. It certainly made us stop and think about
what is important in life.
In science, we have continued to study evolution and have looked at how living beings have adapted
in order to survive. Did you know a hedgehog is a living fossil? It has hardly changed at all from its
ancient ancestors. We had great fun researching other living fossils and were quite surprised by our
results! We found out about sharks, crabs and even red pandas. It is interesting to think about how
the parakeet has adapted and is still adapting to live in our British climate with a different food source.

As parents and carers, there are ways you can support children to give
them the best chance to stay mentally healthy. Each week we will be
sharing a wellbeing activity on Teams/Tapestry to help you feel fantastic
inside and out. The activities are designed to help children find healthy
ways to deal with their feelings and reactions to all that has happened
and move forwards into the future.

WhatsApp
Despite WhatsApp having an age 16 rating, we are aware that a number of children in the school use
this app. There has been a recent privacy change which I thought is important to point out for parents
(and their children).
WhatsApp have changed the group setting to include “Everyone” by default. This means that people
you don’t know can add you / your child to a group – without your consent. I strongly urge parents to
check this setting on their children’s devices.
You can change your settings:
1. Go to your WhatsApp Icon
2. Click on Settings at the bottom of the page
3. Click on Account
4. Click on Privacy
5. Click on Groups
6. Change setting from "Everyone" to "My Contacts"
You can change other settings, but that is your personal choice. Personally, for children, my advice is
to restrict it as much as possible.

Online gaming
Playing games with their friends online is incredibly popular with children. The most
popular online games which children are using in the juniors are Minecraft, Roblox
and Fortnite.
All of these games have the option of communicating with other players –
by voice or text. Already at school we have heard of numerous incidents
of children receiving mean / hurtful comments from unknown players,
friends of friends and even their friends.
All these games offer parental controls to restrict and monitor the type of communication
that can take place. By default, there is not usually much restriction set. If you haven’t
done so recently, please check the settings on your children’s games.

Also, face to face, children can usually tell when a comment that they have made has caused offence
or has been misinterpret. They can then quickly apologies or clarify what they meant. Over internet
games, where this reaction can’t be seen, some children don’t realise that they have caused upset, or
think about how they ‘come across’.
We always recommend that children use devices in a room where they can be monitored – not only to
keep them safe but also so they can be guided by an adult when their comments could be
misinterpreted.
Visit https://www.internetmatters.org/ for how-to guides regarding eSafety for most devices and
games.
Diary Dates
June
18th June

Sponsored Fun Run

29th June

Young Carers Forum 10:10am
July

2nd July

Year 6 Spruce Class – trip Day 1

5th July

Year 6 Spruce class – trip Day 2

6th July

Year 6 Sycamore class – trip Day 1

7th July

Year 6 Sycamore class – trip Day 2

8th July

Transition day

19th July

Year 6 BBQ – 4pm

19th July

Year 6 Bell Ringing – Sycamore

20th July

Last day for Nursery children
Year 6 Bell Ringing - Spruce

21st July

End of term – staggered gate times for collection from the usual pick up
points:








Reception – 12.10 – Gate 1
Year 1 – 12.20 – Gate 1
Year 2 – 12.30 – Gate 1
Year 3 – 12.20 – Gate 3
Year 4 – 12.10 – Gate 3
Year 5 – 12.30 – Gate 3
Year 6 – 12.20 – Gate 5
September

1st Sept

Staff inset day

2nd Sept

Children return to school

Term time holidays have a negative impact on friendships and learning. Please avoid taking your child out of school during term time.
Term time holidays are not authorised. Section 7 Education Act 1996 places a duty on parents to ensure that their child of compulsory age
attends school.

Commonswood Primary & Nursery School is a Safeguarding School
We are an Encompass School working with external agencies to support children who are victims of domestic abuse.
‘All schools have a clear responsibility placed on them by the Children Act 1989 and by guidance from the Department of Education to safeguard
the welfare of all their pupils. In doing so schools are expected to consult with Social Services if they believe there is a possibility that a child may
be suffering from abuse or neglect.’
If you have any concerns about children please contact 0300 123 4043.
Mrs G Seymour (Designated Senior Person), Mrs S Manning (Deputy Designated Person), Mrs N Scatchard (Deputy Designated
Person), Mr S Burt (Deputy Designated Person for eSafety & Mrs D Lindsay-Hill (Deputy Designated Person),

Chair of Governors Mrs Julie Noakes

