September 2022
Email: admin@commonswood.herts.sch.uk
Tel: 01707 880420
Fax: 01707 880422
Welcome back & welcome to all our new families!
I hope that you and your children have had an exciting and lovely break from school and are
ready for a busy term ahead. It usually takes just a few days to get back into the daily routines
and by now the children will have settled back into their usual patterns but are probably very
tired by the end of the week. A very busy term lies ahead as you will see from the diary
section, and I am certain that it will be enjoyable and successful once again.
Roofing work
Work to replace the infant roof has been completed over the summer. It was lovely to see the
back of the scaffolding around the building. While any building work is a nuisance, the work is
necessary to upkeep the maintenance of the building.
New teachers
I am sure you will join me in welcoming our newly appointed teaching staff Mrs Hewett and
Miss Ali who, like all of our teachers, have all been busy over the holiday preparing their
classrooms and lessons. Welcome also to Mrs Kalsi and Miss Giddens who join us as TAs, and
Mr Moore who is our new site manager.
Meet the teachers
Do come along to our parent meetings to meet the teachers and find out about the year
group curriculum. They are scheduled on different days to avoid clashes for parents with
more than one child.
Nursery
Reception
Year 1

Mrs Farmer
Mrs Lindsay-Hill/Mrs
Coe/Miss Ingamells
Mrs Scott/Miss Hockey

Home visits took place in the summer term
Meeting took place in the summer term
2.50pm

Tuesday 20th September

Infant Hall
(Enter via the main gate
and through the Nursery
door)

Year 2

Miss Buckley/Miss Jones

2.50pm

Monday 19th September

Year 3

Mrs Sinclair/Miss Ali

2.50pm

Friday 16th September

Year 4

Mr Burt/Miss Sherwood

2.50pm

Monday 12th September

Year 5

Mrs Moss/Mrs Barnard

2.50pm

Year 6

Mrs Hewett/Miss Smith/Mrs
Mitchell

2.50pm

Thursday 15th
September
Tuesday 13th September

Infant Hall
(Enter via the main gate
and through the Nursery
door)
Junior Hall
(Enter via the junior gate)
Junior Hall
(Enter via the junior gate)
Junior Hall
(Enter via the junior gate)
Junior Hall
(Enter via the junior gate)

We look forward to seeing you at the meetings, however, if you are unable to attend, the
teachers’ Powerpoints will be available to view on our website after all the meetings have
taken place.
Rocksteady Music
At the end of last term, Rocksteady Music presented a wonderful assembly for us. Tommy
demonstrated multiple instruments, then volunteers from the audience got to have a go.
Before we knew it, we had whole bands playing proper rock music! Here are the two bands,
Blue Snake Burger and Green Tiger Tuna Pasta!

Year 6 Skern Lodge Meeting
There will be a Skern Lodge residential trip meeting for Year 6 children and their parents at
5pm on 13th September in the Junior hall. Kit lists have been sent out. Please contact us if you
have any questions about the list.
Harvest festival
Once again, the children will be taking part in our annual
Harvest festival assembly. On Monday 10th October we
will be celebrating seasonality and recognising how
fortunate we are to have such varied and nutritious
foods.
We will be building a mountain of donations with the
children bringing their contributions into the assembly
ready to be collected by the local food bank. If you are able to contribute, children will need
to bring their food donation to their classroom first thing in the morning.
Some examples of donations are:
Dried foods such as pasta and rice, tea, coffee, tinned food – please ensure all food is within
the best before date.

Healthy Packed Lunches

We know that it is quite a challenge to be inspired when
providing packed lunches every day. However, the school
council reps worked hard last year to teach the children
about healthy swaps to encourage less salt and sugar in
lunches. This is in line with our packed lunch guide, which
you can view on our website. We ask parents to follow this.

Children are not permitted to have sugary drinks, crisps and sweets in their packed lunches. If
you require any guidance on what you could include in order to provide a healthy packed
lunch, please contact Sian Mills our Family Support Worker.
Appointments with teachers
If you would like a message to get to the class teacher before school, please email the school
admin team who will pass on any urgent messages. If you would like to speak with the class
teacher, please call the office to make an appointment.
Parent Consultation
Letters were emailed out last week requesting that parents/carers state a preference
regarding attending in person or online meetings for parent consultation meetings in
October. Please return your forms by 23rd September to help us to accommodate for your
preference.
Parent/Carers’ coffee morning
We are hosting an informal coffee session with Sian Mills our Family Support Worker
and Miss Dean our SENCO on Tuesday 13th September 9am – 9:45am to give parents
and carers the opportunity to share information about wellbeing. Please reply to the
separate email if you would like to attend.
Commonswood School Family Support Worker Sian Mills
contact number is 07753 471712 or email s.mills@commonswood.herts.sch.uk

Secondary School Applications
Parents of Year 6 pupils will have received the ‘Moving on 2023’ booklet. The online system is
now open for September 2023 secondary school applications. Further details and details for
open evenings can be found online at www.hertsdirect.org/admissions. All applications need
to be made online and received by 31st October 2022.
Friends of Commonswood
It is great to see the recent interest in re-establishing the
Friends of Commonswood Committee. Our first meeting
will be held on 23rd September at 2pm. Do come along if
you are interested in joining the committee and if you are
keen to share your ideas and help out at planned events. It
would be helpful if you could email the office in advance if
you would like to attend so we can arrange a suitable
room. On the day, please enter through the main gate and door.

Trips and visitors
We pride ourselves on being able to enrich our children’s education and lives through trips
and visitors. These provide memorable experiences and bring the curriculum to life. I’m sure
many parents can remember trips they went on when they were at school. These do, of
course, incur a cost, which must be passed on to parents. Trips are calculated by adding
together the cost of the trip and the coach. This is then divided up among the number of
children going. Visitors coming into school to run workshops are good value for money as it
saves paying for coaches and losing learning time due to travelling.
We charge for visitors in the same way, dividing the cost among the number of children
participating. Parents contribute for their children only and do not subsidise other children.
This means that if some parents do not contribute towards the activities, costs are not met
and unfortunately such events will have to be cancelled. To enable these wonderful
experiences to continue, we ask parents to please contribute promptly using the online
payment system before the deadline.
Clubs
Not only are after-school clubs fun, they also help boost children's self-esteem and selfconfidence. We all want happy, self-confident children therefore we aim for all children from
Y1-6 to join at least one club in each academic year. 92% of our children from Year 1 to Year 6
took park in at least one extra-curricular club last year. We do have many
children who have attended as many as 5 or six clubs over the last year which
is fantastic!
By offering after-school activities our children get the chance to succeed in a
range of different areas. Please encourage your child to join up to at least one
club this year.
Homework
Homework will be sent home on Fridays and collected in on Tuesdays. This provides children
with plenty of opportunity to speak with their teacher if they are unsure of any aspect of the
work. Homework is designed to be independent although the occasional glance over the
shoulder and a word or two of praise does go a long way!
Safety Reminders
Smoking - it is against the law to smoke on any part of the school site, so please avoid doing
so here or in the immediate vicinity of our gates where young children can suffer harm from
passive smoking.
Dogs (with the exception of guide dogs) – are not permitted on the school site.
Cycles/Scooters - please dismount before entering the school site and leave cycles securely in
the bike sheds and scooters in the scooter pods. Scooters and bikes may not be left overnight
on school premises.
Climbing equipment - Please do not allow your children to go on any of the climbing frames
afterschool.
Photos - it is not possible to take photographs on the school site whether inside or outside
the buildings. This is designed to protect the small number of families affected by domestic
violence or child protection concerns. This includes the use of mobile phones.

Parking
Please do not block driveways and garages as this can be a major inconvenience to our
neighbours.
The school operates a VOLUNTARY one way system in The
Commons (keeping the school on the left hand side) at drop off and
pick up times. Please be aware that strangers to the road may not
be aware of this. It is illegal to stop on the zig zag lines.
Parent Forum

Regular, open communication and consultation is highly valued at
Commonswood Primary & Nursery School. Parent forums aim to
represent the views of all parents and to be a voice to inform our
school of the needs of children and families. It facilitates
communication between parents/carers and staff and governors.
Forums work to provide feedback on provision, offer a parent's
perspective on current policy and practice and input into decision making and planning for
future provision.
The forum is not in place to address specific concerns about an individual child or issues
relating to individual classes. Parents who need to discuss these issues should make an
appointment with the class teacher.
The next Parent Forum is scheduled for Thursday 6th October at 9am.
The agenda for this meeting is:
 Communication including the school’s website
 Any other business agreed in advance
If you would like to add an item to the agenda in advance of the forum, please contact the
admin team on (01707) 880420 or email admin@commonswood.herts.sch.uk
Please email or phone by Friday 23rd September if you are going to attend and if you would
like to add anything to the agenda. This enables us to prepare for meeting and organise a
suitably sized room.
Cost of Living Support
We recently emailed out some useful links regarding the Cost of Living Support Welwyn
Hatfield District. With the cost of living on the rise, we have put together some useful links
for local people which offer advice and practical help to manage finances and make savings.
Help to manage the cost of living – This Hertfordshire County Council webpage gives some
very useful links to Hertfordshire’s Money Advise Unit, advise on keeping energy costs lower,
Council tax support, debt support, credit unions, budgeting and grants.
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/news-archive/help-to-managethe-cost-of-living

Throughout 2022 Bounce Forward have hosted a series of courses for parents in
Hertfordshire around developing mental resilience for themselves and their children
and building skills & strategies for coping with anxiety - these courses were funded
through Hertfordshire County Council.
A number of parents from our school attend their courses and here is what they've told us...
“Just a big thank you to the Bounce Forward team for offering up these techniques and their time,
free of charge to us, via Hertfordshire County Council.“
"It has helped me to better understand myself and others and most importantly my children. To
understand that my children are who they are and that’s OK. Using the models in this course to help
guide my children rather than try to change them or their beliefs. Leading by example by having my
own confidence increased by using these techniques. THANK YOU!"
"I attended the 3 week Anxiety course, I found it really useful as it helped me look at the way I
approach and react to anxious situations, and think about why I feel/act like this. It has allowed me
to think about different, more healthy ways, of dealing with anxiety triggering situations. To this end
I can try and pass this on to my son, help model positive strategies and hopefully break the cycle."

If you would like to engage with this fully funded course, please go to the parents’ section
of their website to find out more. www.bounceforward.com
Diary Dates
September
12th
2.50pm Year 4 Welcome meeting
13th
9am Parent workshop/coffee morning (Dining room)
2.50pm Year 6 Welcome meeting
5pm Skern Lodge meeting for parents and Year 6 pupils (Junior hall)
th
15
2.50pm Year 5 Welcome meeting
th
16
2.50pm Year 3 Welcome meeting
19th
Year 4 Maple swimming – two week block
th
19
2.50pm Year 2 Welcome meeting
th
20
2.50pm Year 1 Welcome meeting
21st
Year 5 Running festival – Monks Walk
rd
23
2pm Friends of Commonswood meeting
Parent consultation preferences returned to school
th
28
Year 3 Multisports – Welwyn St.Mary’s
October
3rd
School photographer – Individuals and siblings
th
6
9am Parent forum
th
6
Year 5 Tag Rugby – Monks Walk
10th
Harvest festival
th
11
Parent consultations
th
13
Parent consultations

14th
17th – 21st
24th – 28th
November
7th
11th
14th
25th
December
21st
December
January
2023
5th

23rd
13th – 17th
February
31st March
17th April
18th April
1st May
29th May –
2nd June
5th June
6th June
20th July
21st July

Year 2 History off the page
Year 6 residential trip to Skern Lodge
Half Term
Year 4 Magnolia swimming – two week block
Remembrance Assembly – children belonging to youth organisations
such as cubs and brownies are permitted to wear their uniforms for the
day.
Year 1 and Year 5 Synagogue trip
Occasional Day – Children do not attend
Christmas arrangements to be arranged.
End of Autumn Term

Term commences - all children attend
Choir to the O2
Half Term
Term ends
INSET – children do not attend
Term commences - all children attend
Bank Holiday
Half Term
INSET – Children do not attend
Term commences - all children attend
Term ends
INSET – Children do not attend

Term time holidays
We are unable to authorise term time holidays. Absence can only be authorised if a child is unwell. If however,
the number of unauthorised sessions reaches 15 or more within 2 terms, the local authority may issue you with
a Penalty Notice. The Penalty Notice requires parents to pay a fine of £60 within 21 days. If this is not paid within
the time limit, the penalty rises to £120 which must be paid within 28 days.
Term time holidays have a negative impact on friendships and learning. Please avoid taking your child out of
school. Term time holidays are not authorised. Absence requests can only be authorised is there are exceptional,
unrepeatable circumstances. Section 7 Education Act 1996 places a duty on parents to ensure that their child of
compulsory age attends school.

Commonswood Primary & Nursery School is a Safeguarding School
We are an Encompass School working with external agencies to support children who are victims of domestic abuse.
‘All schools have a clear responsibility placed on them by the Children Act 1989 and by guidance from the Department of
Education to safeguard the welfare of all their pupils. In doing so schools are expected to consult with Social Services if they
believe there is a possibility that a child may be suffering from abuse or neglect.’
If you have any concerns about children please contact 0300 123 4043.
Mrs G Seymour (Designated Senior Person), Mrs S Manning (Deputy Designated Person), Mr S Burt (Deputy
Designated Person for eSafety & Mrs D Lindsay-Hill (Deputy Designated Person), Miss K Dean (Designated Senior
Person)
Chair of Governors Mrs Julie Noakes

